
Dear Eden Families: 

 

In this edition of our District Newsletter, you will find information about our 2016-2017 

school budget, which was approved by our Board of Education at its April 5th meeting.  Our 

Board of Education, Budget Advisory Team and Administrative Council have spent countless 

hours discussing how Eden CSD will maintain the expected high level of academic 

programming in a climate of fiscal uncertainty and inequity.  Without question, those of you 

who attended rallies and wrote to our legislators made a difference- the GEA has been fully 

restored.  Without your voice, we may not have seen this burden end this year.   

As it turned out, Eden CSD received far less in Foundation Aid than anticipated.  This was 

both a surprise and disappointment.  We are, once again, operating with a deficit.  Clearly, it is 

becoming more and more difficult each year to direct our budget cuts to areas which do not 

affect students and their programs.  Beginning this summer, our Board of Education will be 

focused on ways that our district can have a louder voice with our state legislature to ensure 

adequate, equitable and predictable state funding for districts like Eden.  We hope that you will 

join us in this journey- for the sake of public education and our students.  

As this school year draws to a close, I would be remiss if I did not thank you for a 

successful capital project vote and share with you how excited we are about the transformation 

this project will bring to our district; this transformation is only possible because of your 

support.  Contractors have already begun work on a few of the smaller projects, and pending a 

timely State Education Department approval on the major renovations, we plan to break ground 

in the spring of 2017.  By October of 2017, we should be fully wired for our technology 

initiatives. Yay!  

As of yesterday at 5pm, we have three candidates running unopposed for three Board of 

Education seats- Marlene Grunder, Donald Sutfin and Paul Shephard.  I thank them, ahead of 

time, for their commitment to our students.  Contrary to popular belief, this is an unpaid 

position without any perks and with a large time commitment.  They make all the difference in 

bringing your voice to the educational process.  

In closing, we promise to challenge your students with rigorous learning objectives so that 

they can be successful in whatever they choose to do with their life and career after high school, 

and secondly, we promise to challenge ourselves to become the best educators and learners for 

the best students in Western New York.  Eden is a wonderful community because of you and 

your students. We are Raider proud!  

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

Sandra Anzalone 

Superintendent    

Inside this issue: 

Proposed Budget 2 

Budget Propositions 

Absentee Ballot Info 

3-4 

4 

From the Director of 

Finance 

5 

Budget Overview 

Summary of Estimated 

Expenditures 

PTA Meet the 

Candidates Night 

6 

Conversion of Budget 

to Three Components 

7 

Valedictorian & 

Salutatorian Named 

Students Perform at 

Carnegie Hall 

Student Voices Group 

8 

EE Students of the 

Month 

Pi Day 

9 

GSA Conference 10 

Scholar Athletes 

Chopper Club 

11 

Early Morning Program 12 

Eden Central School  

District Newsletter 
From the Superintendent 

716-992-3630   

Fax 716-992-3656  

April 2016 

Budget Edition 

Volume 53, Issue 5 



Eden Central School  

District Newsletter 

Page 2 

PROPOSED BUDGET --  EDEN CENTRAL SCHOOL 

2016-2017 

ANNUAL BUDGET HEARING 

Tuesday, May  3, 2016 

 7:00 p.m. 

Junior/Senior High School Cafeteria 

BUDGET VOTE AND ELECTION 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Junior/Senior High School Auditorium Foyer 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual School District Budget Hearing of the Eden 

Central School District, Erie County, New York, will be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

prevailing time at the Eden Central Junior/Senior High School, 3150 Schoolview Road, Eden, New 

York.  Voting on the budget for the fiscal year 2016-2017, electing one member of the Board of 

Education to commence May 18, 2016 and two members of the Board of Education to commence 

July 1, 2016, and for the transaction of such other business as is authorized by law will be held on 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. prevailing time at the Eden Central Junior/

Senior High School, 3150 Schoolview Road, Eden, New York. 

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

VOTING ON CANDIDATES 

To be eligible to vote on May 17, 2016 

a person must be:  

 

1. A citizen of the United States.  

2. At least 18 years of age.  

3. A resident of the school district for at  

least 30 days prior to May 17, 2016. 

4. Not otherwise prohibited from voting  

under election law, that is, a convicted  

felon or adjudged mentally incompetent.  

 

***PROOF  OF  RESIDENCY  REQUIRED*** 

Acceptable documents include a driver’s license, voter registration card or a utility bill.  

One position to fill a three-year and six-week term and two positions to fill three-year terms. 

Candidates for Board of Education  

Vote for three candidates:  

 

Marlene Grunder 

Donald Sutfin 

Paul R. Shephard* 

Write in vote 

*Indicates Incumbent 
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PROPOSITION NO. 1 (ANNUAL BUDGET) 

 

Shall the following resolution be adopted, to wit:  

RESOLVED, that the budget for the Eden Central School District, Erie County, New York, for the fiscal year commencing 

July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2017, as proposed by the Board of Education, in the total sum of $27,369,231.22, is hereby 

approved and adopted and the required funds therefore are hereby appropriated and the necessary real property taxes required 

shall be raised by a tax on the taxable property in the District to be levied and collected as required by law. 

 

YES                                                       NO 

         _________                                             ________ 

 

 

PROPOSITION NO. 2 (ACQUISITION OF SCHOOL BUSES/VEHICLES  

AND RELATED MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT)  

 

Shall the following resolution be adopted, to wit:  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Eden Central School District, Erie County, New York (the ―District‖), is 

hereby authorized (A) to purchase school buses and similar vehicles (and related equipment) for use in the transportation 

program of the District, at an aggregate estimated maximum cost of $370,000 and (B) to purchase vehicles (and related 

machinery and equipment) for use in the construction and maintenance program of the District, at an aggregate estimated 

maximum cost of $90,000, and to expend for such purposes an aggregate sum that is not to exceed $460,000; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the sum of $460,000, being the aforesaid estimated maximum cost, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, shall be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of the District and collected in annual installments as 

provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that in anticipation of such tax, bonds or other obligations (including, without limitation, obligations arising 

under leases, lease/purchase contracts or installment purchase contracts having a term of not more than five years) of the 

District shall be issued or entered into in accordance with applicable provisions of New York State law; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that New York State Transportation Aid funds expected to be received by the District are anticipated to 

offset a substantial part of the costs relating to the transportation program purchases, and such funds, to the extent received, 

shall be applied to offset and reduce the amount of taxes herein authorized to be levied.  

 

YES                                                       NO 

         _________                                             ________ 

 

 

PROPOSITION NO. 3 (ESTABLISHMENT OF A CAPITAL RESERVE FUND FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF DISTRICT VEHICLES AND PIECES OF EQUIPMENT, 2016)  

 

Shall the following resolution be adopted, to wit: 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education (the ―Board‖) of the Eden Central School District, Erie County, New York (the 

―District‖) is hereby authorized to establish a capital reserve fund for the acquisition of and financing of various buses and 

similar vehicles (for use in the transportation program of the District) and various vehicles, machinery and pieces of equipment 

(for use in the construction and maintenance programs of the District), including the acquisition of related equipment and 

apparatus required in connection therewith pursuant to Section 3651 of the Education Law of the State of New York (the 

―Fund‖); that the Fund shall be known as the ―Capital Reserve Fund for the Acquisition of District Vehicles and Pieces of 

Equipment, 2016‖; that the ultimate amount of the Fund shall be not greater than $8,000,000 (plus interest earned thereon); that 

the probable term of the Fund shall be not longer than ten (10) years; and that the permissible sources from which the Board is 

authorized to appropriate monies to such Fund from time to time shall be (a) unappropriated fund balance of the District, (b) 

State aid received as reimbursement for expenditures by the District in connection with District transportation-related expenses 

(whether or not such expenses were financed in whole or in part from such Fund), (c) the proceeds from the sale of unneeded 

District real or personal property and (d) such other sources as the Board or the voters of the District may direct from time to 

time.  

 

YES                                                       NO 

         _________                                             ________ 
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PROPOSITION NO. 4 (EXPANSION OF PERMISSIBLE PURPOSES OF 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS RESERVE FUND - 2014) 

 

Shall the following resolution be adopted? 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education (the ―Board‖) of the Eden Central School District, Erie County, New 

York (the ―District‖) is hereby authorized to amend and redefine the types of permissible spending from the District’s 

Capital Improvements Reserve Fund - 2014 (the ―Fund‖) to include (without mandating any such expenditures from the 

Fund) the District’s share of the cost of any capital improvements project undertaken by a Board of Cooperative 

Educational Services (―BOCES‖) that is approved by the District in its role as a component district of such BOCES 

(with the understanding that any particular spending from the Fund on a BOCES project would have to be specifically 

authorized by the voters of the District in a separate resolution). 

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that the election of members of the Board of Education shall be held to fill three (3) 

at-large positions on the Board.  The non-incumbent candidate receiving the highest vote total will be elected to a three-

year and six week term (commencing May 18, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019) to fill the vacancy created by the 

resignation of Colin Campbell.  The candidates receiving the next highest vote totals will be elected to full three-year 

terms (commencing July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019) to fill the vacancy created by the expiration, on June 30, 

2016, of the terms of Patricia Krouse and Paul Shephard.  

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Board of Education of the District has adopted Rules for the use of Voting 

Machines and the Submission of Questions or Propositions to be placed thereon and printed copies for general 

distribution in the District are available at the office of the Clerk located in the Eden Central Junior/Senior High 

School, 3150 Schoolview Road, Eden, New York.  

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Board of Education of the District will have prepared and completed a 

detailed statement in writing of the amount of money which will be required for the ensuing fiscal year, 2016-2017, for 

school purposes, specifying the several purposes and the amount for each.  The amount for each purpose estimated as 

being necessary for payments to Boards of Cooperative Educational Services shall be set forth in full with no deduction 

of estimated state aid.  Said statement will be available, upon request, to taxpayers within the District during the hours 

of 8:00 a.m. prevailing time to 3:30 p.m. prevailing time from May 3, 2016 to May 17, 2016 exclusive of Saturdays and 

Sundays, at each of the public schools of the District, at any public library or free association library within the District 

and on the District’s internet website.  

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the District Clerk is hereby directed to arrange with the County of Erie for the use 

of voting machines for said Annual School District Meeting and Vote and for the printing of ballot labels to be used in 

said voting machines, which ballot labels shall be printed in the form required by the Rules for the use of Voting 

Machines and the Submission of Questions or Propositions to be placed thereon adopted by the Board of Education on 

April 9, 1979 and the propositions to be submitted shall be printed thereon in full with the words YES and NO so 

printed for each proposition.  The voter shall mark the oval to the right of his/her choice. 

 

YES                                                       NO 

        _________                                             ________ 

 

   ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

 

Eden Central School District provides for the use of absentee ballots at all district votes and elections.  Applications and 

ballots for this vote will be available beginning Monday, May 2, 2016.  You may request an application by calling 992-3629 

or writing the District Clerk  at 3150 Schoolview Road, Eden, New York 14057 no later than Tuesday, May 10, 2016.  The 

completed application must be returned and received by the District Clerk.  If approved, an official ballot will be mailed to the 

applicant.  If desired, an application may be completed in the office of the District Clerk no later than 3:30 p.m., Monday, 

May 16, 2016.  The application will be reviewed for eligibility and, if approved, an official ballot will be provided to the voter 

at that time.  It is recommended that the Clerk’s office be called at 992-3629 to assure that the Clerk is available at the time of 

the anticipated visit. 

A ballot may only be counted if received by the Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day of the vote, Tuesday, May 17, 

2016.  BALLOTS WILL BE MAILED OR HANDED TO THE VOTER ONLY.  Any questions regarding this process 

should be directed to the District Clerk's office at 992-3629 between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
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Budget Letter from the Director of Finance for 2016-2017 

By Thomas Murphy 

The Eden Central School District taxpayers will have a chance to voice their opinions on the 2016-

2017 school budget come May 17th.  This is the date of the district’s annual budget vote, which takes 

place from 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Eden Junior-Senior High School auditorium foyer. 

We have seen in the budget process the eradication of the Gap Elimination Adjustment that districts 

have had to deal with for the past several years.  All told there was an overall state investment in 

education of about $1B.  The statewide average increase in foundation aid was 4%… for Eden it 

was .43%. 

The budget was adopted by the Board of Education at the April 5, 2015 meeting.  Highlights include: 

Initial budget shortfall:  $1,616,587.97 

GEA Restoration:    $   375,596.00 

Foundation Aid:      $     28,525.00 

Budget reductions:  $   212,466.97 

Fund Balance/Reserves:  $1,000,000.00    

 

What is the budget and what will be asked of taxpayers for next year? 

Appropriations (spending) budget:    $27,369,231.22 

Revenue Tax Levy (what taxpayers pay):  $13,697,577 

Tax Levy Increase from 2014-15:    $126,213 or .93% 

 

Our proposed spending, the $27,369,231.22 is a 1.39% increase over last year.  The amount that 

taxpayers fund for that spending equates to $13,697,577.  The remainder of revenues to cover spending 

comes from the state, grants, and other miscellaneous funds.   

We would like to thank the Budget Advisory Team who reviewed and worked on the budget process 

for countless hours.  The Budget Advisory Team is comprised of board members, union representatives, 

parents and community members. There are many components that go into the budget, and having one or 

two community forums truly is not enough time to explore all the different facets of the budget.  The 

BAT committee examined the multiple presentations, facts, and figures and helped generate many ideas.  

The more people examining an issue generally means more possibilities when looking for solutions.  

Given the continuation of the Gap Elimination Adjustment (New York State taking back funding 

normally given to districts) and the uncertainty with State Aid, there were tough choices to be made and 

many ideas were generated while looking for solutions this year.   
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PTA’s Meet the Candidates 

Night 

Meet the candidates for the Board of 

Education on Thursday, May 12th at 6:30 

pm in the Jr./Sr. High School Library.  

Voting takes place on Tuesday, May 17th 

in the Jr./Sr. High School Auditorium 

Foyer from 9 am—9 pm 
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Congratulations go out to 2016’s 

Valedictorian, Hannah Braunscheidel with a 

98.238 average and Salutatorian, Emily Cataldo 

with a 97.294 average.   

Hannah is the daughter of Dan (Sheri) 

Braunscheidel of Hillview Place and Karen 

Braunscheidel of East Church Street.  Hannah is a 

member of National Honor Society, and the 

Varsity Soccer and Lacrosse teams.  In her spare 

time, Hannah enjoys playing piano and 

snowboarding.  Hannah’s future plans include 

attending University at Buffalo to major in 

Mathematics.  She is considering becoming a data 

analyst.  Hannah also hopes to be able to travel. 

Emily is the daughter of John Cataldo of East 

Eden Road and Mary Cataldo of Lourdes Drive.     

Emily is Senior Class President, Treasurer of 

National Honor Society, a member of the Chopper 

Class,  President of the Eden chapter of UNYTS, 

and a cheerleader.  In her free time, Emily enjoys 

snowboarding and horseback riding.  She will be 

attending Geneseo to major in Bio-Chemistry.  She 

hopes to become a large animal veterinarian.  

Rounding out the top ten for 2015-2016 are:  

 3. Edward Koester, 96.890;  4. Anna Wightman, 

96.362;  5. Luke Podyma, 96.158;  6. Meghan 

Ballou, 95.828;  7. Lauren Henning, 95.589;  

 8. Calvin Nowicki, 95.538;  9. Jonathan Satanek, 

95.243; 10. Leila Richmond, 94.632. 

Congratulations and best wishes to the Class of 

2016! 

 

 Hannah 

Braunscheidel - 

Valedictorian 

 

Emily Cataldo - 

Salutatorian 

2016 Valedictorian & Salutatorian Named 

Congratulations to Lauren Henning and Alex 

Bianchi for being chosen to perform at Carnegie 

Hall! 

Even though it is not a school sponsored event, 

Lauren and Alex went through a very difficult 

application and audition process to be able to 

perform at Carnegie Hall in early February.  

Audition videos were created and multiple letters of 

reference were sent in to be considered for this 

honor.  Both students flew to NYC for three days of 

rehearsals and a culminating performance at 

Carnegie Hall with students from all over the world.  

It was a once in a lifetime experience that they will 

remember forever.   

Lauren Henning & Alex Bianchi  

Perform at Carnegie Hall 
By  Sarah Roberts 

Student Voices Group Formed 
 

APRIL 13, 2016 - Eden students participated 

in a Student Voices focus group, gathering ideas 

on how social media like Twitter, Instagram, 

Facebook, and texting impact learning and 

relationships in school.  A report of findings is 

being prepared for sharing and future planning.  
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February: 

Grade 3:  Jacob Answeeney, 

Darren Cowdrick, Abigail 

LaVerdi, Mikayla Wagner.   

Grade 4:  Ashley Ballou, 

Megan Blake, Catherine 

Kauzala, Matthew Russillo, 

Brayden Timblin. 

Grade 5:  Sebastian Balfe, 

Chase Bugenhagen, Jenna 

Coventry, Mekayla Rae Sentin, 

Sam Tambacas. 

Grade 6:  Isabella Casolini Dal 

Bo, Sydney Minier, Rianna 

O’Connor, Paris Smith, Ashley 

Rockwood. 

March: 

Grade 3:  Trinity Chatwood, 

Stella Roach, Joseph Ryan, 

Tyler Wakelam.   

Grade 4:  David Battistella, 

Megan Lemieux, Madigan 

O’Donnell, Harrison Platt, 

Matthew Tepfenhart. 

Grade 5: Alison Campfield, 

Aaron Kline, Eli Noecker, 

Amanda Solomon, Maggie 

Zittel.  

Grade 6:  Jennifer Grapes, Erin 

Hoelscher, Camryn Jacobs, 

Madelynn Sutherland, Thomas 

Winiasz. 

 

Eden Elementary Students of the Month 
By Patty Steinmetz 

Sixth grade pi pies: Brianna 

Rigley, Evelyn Randolph, Julia 

Kuster. 

Mrs. Johanna Funke's fifth 

and sixth grade regrouped 

classes at Eden Elementary 

celebrated Pi Day on March 

14th by making Pi pies, reciting 

digits of Pi, dressing up in Pi 

attire, and singing songs about 

Pi.  

Students learned what Pi is 

and how it is used during the 

class periods leading up to Pi 

Day. 

Annual Pi Day Festivities  
By Johanna Funke, AIS/Regrouped Math Teacher ~ Eden Elementary 

Fifth grade pi pies: Peyton 

Koszelak, Maggie Zittel, 

Brynn Hall.   

Pi Record Breaker 
By Johanna Funke 

Dylan Skraitz, a fifth grade regrouped 

Math student at Eden Elementary School, 

broke the record for reciting the most digits of 

pi by reciting 120 digits of pi!  

The previous record was achieved in 2013 

and that record was held by Luke Stockdale 

with 113 digits. 

Pictured is Dylan and his medal to hang on 

our hallway Pi chain. 



High school can be challenging for all 

teenagers, no matter how popular, privileged, 

intelligent or athletic. But navigating social and 

academic situations is more of a struggle for some, 

particularly those who feel they don’t quite fit in 

and are questioning their gender or sexuality. 

 The Silver Creek Central School District 

proudly hosted the eighth annual Gay Straight 

Alliance Conference in March. The event is 

supported by Gay & Lesbian Youth Services of 

Western New York. GLYS provides an accepting 

environment to enhance the personal growth of gay, 

lesbian, bisexual, transgendered and questioning 

youth in WNY. 

 ―We were asked last year to host the GSA 

conference, and we got approved by the Board of 

Education,‖ said Carolyn Laurenzi, a high school 

English teacher and advisor of the GSA at SCCS. 

―We have a very accepting district. It’s nice to see 

our kids feel safe and supported.‖ Silver Creek has a 

very active GSA. 

Close to 200 student GSA members and 

advisors from Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany 

and southern Erie counties including Eden gathered 

March 14 from 4 to 8 p.m ―They get to come 

together with kids from other GSA’s in the area,‖ 

Laurenzi said. ―They come back raving about what 

they’ve learned.‖ 

 The conference kicked off with a pizza dinner 

and social hour in the cafeteria, during which 

students were abuzz during an ice-breaker exercise. 

Many of the teens seemed to quickly bond as new 

friendships were formed. Taylor Namovski, 

President of Eden GSA said ―the conference was 

great and it was so nice to see so many kids who 

have similar interests and issues.‖ 

  The conference then moved to the auditorium 

for a careers panel and musical performance. 

    An 11-person career panel then took to the 

stage to discuss work-life balance and hurdles they 

have overcome, including mental health struggles 

and gender identity and sexual orientation issues. A 

variety of fields were represented with a pharmacy 

worker, a reporter-turned-mental-health-counselor, a 

business owner, politician, activist and an actor. 

They all cited the support of their family and friends 

as instrumental in their personal and professional 

journeys. 

 One speaker received a particularly enthusiastic 

response from the audience. Dr. Greg Rabb, 64, a 

professor at JCC and lecturer at Buffalo State 

College, told the audience he is the only openly gay 

elected official in Western New York. He’s been 

president and councilman-at-large of the Jamestown 

City Council since 2011. He told the students that 

he ―caused a bit of a stir‖ when he first ran for 

government office and received several death 

threats. Three times Rabb campaigned and three 

times he lost. 

  ―I was pretty stubborn, and I wouldn’t hide. I 

just sweated it out,‖ Rabb said. 

 A quitter he was not, and his fourth attempt 

proved successful. 

―It can be hard,‖ Rabb said, ―But it’s easier than 

ever. Now I need you guys to step up and run for 

office.‖ His remarks were met by thunderous 

applause. 

 The National Day of Silence, which calls 

attention to anti-LGBT behavior is coming up. Eden 

Participants take a vow of silence in an effort to 

address the problem of anti-LGBT behavior by 

illustrating the silencing effect of bullying and 

harassment on LGBT students and those perceived 

to be LGBT. National Day of Silence is observed 

Friday, April 15 this year. 

Mike Seitz, Drop-In Center Coordinator for GLYS, 

emceed the proceedings along with Executive 

Director Marvin Henchbarger.  Also pictured is 

Taylor Namovski. 

Eden Gay Straight Alliance goes to the Conference which 

Promotes Acceptance 
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Girls Bowling: 

Anne Brockman, Heather 

Zimmerman, Bridget Bender, 

Maureen Bender, Morgan 

Keppler, Marissa Kordal, 

Kaitlyn O’Connell. 

Cheerleading: 

Samantha Mason, Samantha 

Preischel, Katherine Zydel, 

Mckiley Nappo, Morgan Vullo, 

Jade Lounsbury, Caitlin Leyh, 

Macy Overhoff, Amy Slisz, 

Emily Sullivan. 

Eden Central School is 

proud to announce our 2016 

winter Scholar/Athlete Team 

Awards from the New York 

State Public High School 

Athletic Association, Inc.  The 

following teams have earned a 

team grade average of 90% or 

better during the winter sports 

season. 

Girls Basketball: 

Caroline Szuflita, Jessica 

Bennett, Elise Van Wey, 

Brittany Nowak, Kristina 

Tutuska, Brittny Gates and 

Jillian Murray. 

Boys Swimming: 

Austin Timblin, Paul 

Winiecki, Drew Brenner, Tyler 

Gemza, Benjamin Wilcox, 

Brian Asboth, Austin Feasley, 

Jacob Schupp, Benjamin 

Asboth, Evan Kifner, Mitchell 

Mason. 

Congratulations to the Winter 2016 Scholar Athlete Teams! 
By Kim Wieczerzynski 
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Congratulations go out to the members of the Eden Chopper Class. 

 The team returned April 4th from the Donnie Smith Chopper show in St. Paul, Minnesota.  The show 

began on Saturday morning, April 2nd and ran through Sunday night, April 3rd.  The team arrived in 

Minnesota late Thursday night, March 31st and set up their display Friday morning.  The Donnie Smith 

Chopper show features hundreds of motorcycles from top bike builders across the country and even into 

Canada.  This year’s build was a first for the program.  The chopper class team decided to build a three 

wheeled ―Trike‖.  

The students worked tirelessly from November to March to complete this bike for the show.  The 

Eden Chopper Club has roughly 30 active members and from those 30 or so students, eight make the 

build team.  The choice of who makes the build team is based on a student’s determination and 

participation within the build process and the club as a whole.  The build team consists of the following 

students: 

 Dan and Albert Hoelscher, Alan Henry, Megan Armbruster, Ben Asboth, Clayton Blasz,  Clayton 

Stead, Jon Haier, and Derrick Bialaszewski. 

These eight students made the trek out to Minnesota to help present their hard work and represent 

Eden as a community and the Chopper Club.  Although only eight students became build team members, 

the bikes completion would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the following 

students pitching in at critical times: 

 Emily Cataldo, Dan Simcoe, Courtney Lake, Max Preischel (son of Donny), and Sam Kidder.   

The students’ hard work was put up against top bike builders, and our students met the mark and caught 

the attention of the judges.  The student-built bike took 2nd place in the open Trike class, only to be beat 

out by the event organizer himself, Donnie Smith.  With such a young core of students behind this year’s 

build, this is a tremendous feat that should be celebrated.  Mr. Jones, Mr. Saramak and Mr. Smith are 

extremely proud of our students’ accomplishment and look forward to what the following years have to 

offer.  The Technology Education Department would like to thank Eden’s administrators, teachers, 

students and parents for always supporting this unique program and learning experience. 

Eden Chopper Class Travels to St. Paul, Minnesota  

By Stevan Jones 
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Have You Heard of the Eden 

Raiders Early Morning Program?   
 

Last September, we began offering an Early 

Morning Recreational Program in our 

elementary school gymnasium for students in 

Grades K through 6.  This program was 

designed to provide a needed service by giving 

parents the opportunity to bring their children 

to school prior to the beginning of the regularly 

scheduled school day.  In-district staff - Ms. 

Fallacaro, Mr. Witman, Mr. Bernardone, or 

Miss Francisco supervise students from 7:00-

8:25 a.m. engaging them in daily low-impact 

activities.  K-2 students are then transported to 

GLP for the start of their day, and students in 

grades 3-6 are released to their classrooms.  

Students can be dropped off anytime between 

7:00-8:00 a.m., and the cost of the program is 

$7.00 per day, regardless of the drop-off time.  

You can sign up for one day a week/month or 

everyday!   

The program was a huge success this year, 

and we are running it again for the next school 

year!   

If you have any interest in the program for 

the remainder of this year or for next year, 

please visit http://www.edencsd.org/Page/4101 

or call 716-992-3636.  

 


